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The battle of Burnett Street
Introverted Hatfield Studios

vs
Extroverted  
The Fields

Why public transport? 
our cities are becoming more congested by the day. 
statistics of a tomtom survey undertaken in 2011 
in our neighbouring Johannesburg, are worrying. 
it was found that 78% of 3,8 million drivers are 
stuck in severe traffic jams daily. about 342 000 
(10%) are forced to cancel meetings and more 
than 40% of employees are 15-30 minutes late for 
work. Congestion adds about 60% to travel time, 
and in addition, more than 435 000 children are 
stranded each day owing to traffic jams which result 
in guardians arriving late. We can be assured that 
pretoria is not really better off.

With the City of tshwane’s population increasing 
continuously – there are already 40% more people in 
the city than in 2001 – it is inevitable that we rethink 
the manner in which the city functions. apart from a 
rise in population as a result of urbanisation, another 
factor which also contributes towards more cars on 
the road includes a large young population advancing 
into the age where they start driving. as more people 
from previously disadvantaged groups own vehicles, 
raising their socio-economic standing, so the city’s 
infrastructure is becoming more and more under 
pressure and our roads are increasingly suffering from 
traffic congestion. We need to implement public 
transport to alleviate congestion and thus create 
a city which works better – not only from a purely 
functional point of view, but also from the viewpoint 
of sustainability. The Gautrain and the a Re Yeng 
rapid bus system are examples of interventions in this 
regard.

 How should public transport guide the 
spatial form of the city?
south african cities have thus far grown through 
designs dominated by cars. however, this is in the 
process of changing, with the need for public transport 
and non-motorised transport (nmt), such as walking 
and cycling, becoming more critical and therefore 
beginning to enjoy higher priority in city planning. it is 
inescapable that the way in which the city functions will 
bear heavily upon its appearance. a planning concept 
that has gained more traction over the last few years 
is transit oriented Development (toD). it is a term 
that refers to the spatial structuring of cities around 
nodes and precincts which establish highly walkable 
environments around public transport hubs. With the 
Gautrain station in hatfield, as well as huge numbers 
of students in the area who are already walking, the 
opportunity for a really well-functioning toD precinct 
has been established.

Is Hatfield growing towards, or further away 
from the ideal of a successful TOD precinct?
although there are many interventions that could 
build the character of an area (or break it down for that 
matter), it is obvious that the architecture of individual 
buildings plays a major role in the potential success of a 
toD precinct. 

The following photographs compare the design 
of Hatfield Studios and The Fields in Burnett street in 
hatfield against certain toD characteristics. Both of 
them are in essence high-density apartment blocks, 
mainly for student accommodation.
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